ED105 Children’s Literature
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 3 Credit Hours (Lecture)

Prerequisites: None
Revision Date: 09/12/2025

HH IGHLAND Syllabus

Department:

Education

Course Description:

This course is designed to introduce students to the field of children's literature. The course will
cover the theories, history, and types of children's literature. Emphasis will be on giving students
the ability to evaluate and select appropriate literature for various ages of children and share it

in a creative, entertaining manner.

The course is recommended for elementary education and library science majors, and, at some
institutions, is a requirement for those majors. The course material will be broad enough to
accommodate anyone with an interest in the field of children's literature.

Course Competencies:

Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Trace the evolution of children’s literature from its historical roots through current trends.
2. Analyze the themes, awards, controversies, censorship, and social contexts impacting
children’s literature.

3. Identify and evaluate elements of literary and visual style in children’s literature in the
following areas: structural elements (e.g. plot development, characterization, setting, theme,
style, point of view); genres within and across children’s literature, including stories, poems,
prose and drama; and artistic quality (e.g., visual elements and illustrative techniques).

4. Explain how children’s development (including physical, cognitive, language, cultural, moral,
emotional, and personality) influences their response to literature.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the role of children’s literature in planning instruction,
including meeting state standards in curricular/content areas in various learning environments,
including the criteria of an effective read aloud/oral presentation and the development of
reading (emergent through critical thinking).

6. Identify and interpret the intersection of text, author/illustrator and reader, with specific
attention to elements of diversity, equity, and inclusiveness in children’s literature past and
present
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Course Content:

Learning about Story and Literature
Learning about Children and Literature
Learning about Literature

Illustration and Visual Elements
Picture books and Graphic Novels
Poetry

Traditional Literature

Fantasy and Science Fiction

Realistic Fiction

Historical Fiction

Nonfiction: Biography and Informational Books
Literature for a Diverse Society
Literature in the Curriculum

Engaging Children with Literature
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Learning Assessments:

Competencies may be evaluated by multiple measures, including unit projects, quizzes, papers,
in-class assignments and presentations, midterm exam, final project, and final exam.

Instructional Materials:

Textbook: Short, K.G., Lynch-Brown, C., & Tomlinson, C.M. (2018). Essentials of Children’s
Literature, 9th ed., Pearson/Allyn & Bacon. ISBN: 978-0-134-53259-2.

Guidelines for Requesting Accommodations Based on Documented Disability or Medical Condition

It is the intention of Highland Community College to work toward full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, to
make instructional programs accessible to all people, and to provide reasonable accommodations according to the law.

Students should understand that it is their responsibility to self-identify their need(s) for accommodation and that they must
provide current, comprehensive diagnosis of a specific disability or medical condition from a qualified professional in order to
receive services. Documentation must include specific recommendations for accommodation(s). Documentation should be
provided in a timely manner prior to or early in the semester so that the requested accommodation can be considered and, if
warranted, arranged.

In order to begin the process all students must complete the “Disabilities Self-ldentification Form” on our Disability Services
website.

This form can also be accessed at the Highland Community College homepage under Students Services/Student
Resources/Disability Service or by contacting the Disabilities Coordinator.

A Note on Harassment, Discrimination and Sexual Misconduct

Highland Community College seeks to assure all community members learn and work in a welcoming and inclusive
environment. Title VII, Title IX, and College policy prohibit harassment, discrimination and sexual misconduct. Highland
Community College encourages anyone experiencing harassment, discrimination or sexual misconduct to talk to report to the
Vice President for Student Services, the Human Resources Director or complete an online report about what happened so that
they can get the support they need and Highland Community College can respond appropriately.

There are both confidential and non-confidential resources and reporting options available to you. Highland Community College
is legally obligated to respond to reports of sexual misconduct, and therefore we cannot guarantee the confidentiality of a
report, unless made to a confidential resource. Responses may vary from support services to formal investigations. As a faculty
member, | am required to report incidents of sexual misconduct and thus cannot guarantee confidentiality. | must provide our
Title IX coordinator with relevant details such as the names of those involved in the incident. For more information about
policies and resources or reporting options, please review our Equity Grievance Policy.
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https://highlandcc.edu/caffeine/uploads/files/Approved%20Equity%20Grievance%20Policy.pdf

